
 
 
Looe Live! festival directors count down to the opening of 
their first community festival    
16 September 2019  
 
With just a few days until the start of Looe Live 2019!, festival directors are putting the 
finishing touches to their plans and reflecting on the months of hard work in organising one of 
the country’s best community festivals.  

 Twelve months ago the local community in Looe joined together to stage a three day music 
festival in just under three weeks. Looe Saves the Day was a fantastic success, with the 
community effort recognised at last year’s prestigious Cornwall Tourism Awards.  

 The following month local residents and businesses at a packed public meeting gave a 
massive thumbs up to the principle of staging a community led festival in 2019. Pledging to 
harness this public support and draw up a detailed business plan for a 2019 festival, 
members of the original team set up a Community Interest Company to lead this work.   

 11 months later after numerous late night meetings sorting out 
everything from booking acts, making bunting, and sourcing 
thousands of re usable cups to co-ordinating crowd, traffic 
management and health and safety arrangement and providing 
public toilets, the team of enthusiastic festival directors are getting 
ready to welcome festival goers and local residents to three days of 
fantastic entertainment.  

 Looe Live! 2019 is taking place between Friday 20th and Sunday 22nd September, with three 
main stages featuring a great mix of headline acts and crowd pleasers; more local acts and 
entertainers performing in pubs, restaurants and bars and on the streets throughout the 
town; a classical music zone; dancing on the sea front and performances by local choirs. 

 

 “Looe Saves the Day was a fantastic 
event which brought the whole 
community together and helped the 
town to make many new friends from 
around the world ” said festival director 
Edwina Hannaford. “We have worked 
very hard to develop our plans for 
Looe Live! 2019 and are looking 
forward to providing a fantastic event 
for everyone to enjoy. “ 

  



Edwina, the Cornwall Councillor for the Looe West Division and a member of Looe Town 
Council, was one of the original instigators of Looe Music Festival in 2011 as well as the event 
director for Looe Saves the Day .  
  
With a background in graphic design and event management, Edwina currently runs a 
tourism accommodation business in her home town of Looe with her husband Simon. She is 
passionately committed to serving the people of Looe and shaping the economic, social and 
environmental future of her town, previously chairing the Looe Chamber of Commerce, and 
Tourism panel and organising local events like the West Looe May Fayre as well as numerous 
fund raising events. She is currently the portfolio holder for Climate Change heading up 
Cornwall Council’s efforts to strive for CORNWALL to be carbon neutral by 2030.  
  
“I am very proud to be one of the Looe Live! festival directors “ she said.  “Events 
like this are a great way to bring the community together, promote local talent, 
encourage community involvement and support jobs.”  
  
Armand Tom, who is Looe born and bred, has been a local councillor for more than 16 
years, and says it has always been an honour to serve the town.   Following the 
experience of being involved in Looe Saves The Day last year, he is delighted to be 
part of the team working on Looe Live.    
  
“This has been a small group of people working together to bring a 
Community Music event to the town to support the community and its 
businesses “ he said.  “We appreciate the volunteers who support us in 
delivering this event and want to say a huge thank you to the people of Looe 
- this town has been amazing and we appreciate you for all you do to support 
this event.” 

 Festival director Noel Sheehan moved to Looe from Leicestershire in 2015 in order to spend 
more time by the sea. He has spent 35 years working in the music business and has 
organised countless festivals, exhibitions, clinics and masterclasses during that time.  

 “Although nothing quite like Looe Saves the Day though! “ he laughed. “The 
experience of helping last year was so positive that I offered to help again this year. 

 “My aim has been to help establish a financially secure commercial festival which 
Looe can be proud of, and to use the festival weekend as a platform for a 
community event which shows Looe at its best, and which gives everyone in Looe 
something to look forward to and celebrate. 

 “ In the longer term I would like to see Looe Live build a financial reserve which 
can be used to help facilitate other high quality musical events in the town 
throughout the year. 

 Viv Sullivan stepped up to help co-ordinate the volunteers at last year’s Looe Saves the Day 
event and came back this year to help with the organisation of Looe Live.  Having become a 
Looe Live Festival Director she has passed the baton for managing the volunteers to Kerry 
Newman to enable her to take a wider role.  

 “It has been a real privilege to be involved with both festivals” she said.  “I have 
had the absolute pleasure of interacting with so many people within our fabulous 
community. I'm particularly excited that we will be hosting our first Classical Music 
Zone in the Riverside Church this year. A huge thank you to Nick Bailey for helping 
with this part of the festival”  



 Viv has lived in Looe for the majority of her life and has played a key role in a number of 
local organisations, including Looe Town Council where she is Chair of the Environment and 
Devolution group, and vice chair of the Finance, Policy and Procedure group and played a key 
role in the recent library devolution project.  She is a keen sailor and is a member of the 
Westerly Owners National Association , and the South West Group Committee. 

 Viv will be standing down after this year’s festival due to family commitments but is 
confident she is leaving the festival in safe hands with Chris Wright and Kerry Newman ready 
to come on board.  

 “This event could not happen without all our volunteers, it is to these people that I 
extend my warmest thanks - they have given so much to Looe as a community “ she 
said.  “Without volunteers giving their time events like Looe Live really wouldn't 
happen”.  

 Festival Director Tom Wyness is initially from London, but lived in Plymouth for 20 years 
before moving to Looe in 2013. Before moving to the town he and his wife used to travel the 
20 miles from Plymouth to Looe Caravan Club site most weekends to stay in their old caravan 
in order to enjoy the Looe scene. It was enjoying the Looe music festival in 2012 that really 
got them thinking about making the transition from caravan to brick house. 

 Tom says he was bowled over by the warm welcome he received from neighbours and the 
local community when he moved to Looe and it was this which made him want to give 
something back to the town. His role has been focused on sponsorship and ticket sales .  

 ‘I am looking forward to seeing my friends in Looe and visitors coming together to 
enjoy a great musical event “ he said. “When I ask people what makes our event so 
special they say that while the music brings them to the town, it is the incredible 
pubs, the smaller venues and the people which keeps them coming back and makes 
Looe Live! such a truly great festival.’ 

 Simon Barker has always been involved with music.  Having originally developed his love of 
music as a chorister at Canterbury Cathedral, he is now more into blues and rock rather than 
classical music.  His first job was in the wine trade where he was responsible for tasting up to 
300 wines a week, but he left this after a few years “to get a proper job!”. 

 Having qualified as an accountant Simon worked for a number of US and Australian  
companies, where he advised on a number of management buy outs.  He also advised small 
companies on growth before coming to Looe to run Commonwood Manor which provides bed 
and breakfast accommodation with his wife.  

 “I am delighted to be part of the Looe Live! team” he said.  “There has been a 
fantastic community spirit both within the group and in the wider town and it is real 
privilege to have the opportunity to play a part in bringing this incredible festival to 
life.  

 “We have worked hard to include a wide range of different musical genres at this 
year’s festival so there is something for everyone to enjoy.  “  

 Proud Looe resident Jan Scattergood did not hesitate to come forward to help Save the Day 
last year.  12 months later Jan, a cattery assistant and gymnastics Coach with a background 
in PR and marketing, is one of the five Looe Live! Festival Directors.  



 Jan feels honoured to be part of the team and has shown she can turn her hand to anything 
- from taking photos and looking after the media, to helping volunteers crew with litter 
picking and managing the traffic. Over the past few months Jan has played a key role in 
managing the admin for the group, taking minutes at meeting, booking rooms, and applying 
for licences.  

 She has thoroughly enjoyed supporting the festival, with some of her best moments listening 
as the exciting line up of performers was confirmed - “I never let on who it was " she said.  

 "It has been fantastic to have the opportunity to help the local community and 
visitors enjoy our special town for just that bit longer in the season! I am so looking 
forward to seeing the headline acts as well as all the local acts – well as much as I 
can fit around at the same time as helping the event run smoothly!" 

 Looe Live 2019 begins on Friday, 20 September and continues until Sunday evening so make 
sure you don’t miss out on being part of something very special.  
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Please contact Trisha Hewitt at 07946 654121 or email trisha@trishahewitt.com if 
you want to do interviews with the festival directors .   

 


